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CONTRACT: Former USC star says group failed to promote plans to enter motorsports
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Chircust Count case No, 281666-V
Dream Turned ad
Statey, 4 South Carolina native and for-
et Gamecocks star, played in the NFL for
Hi sensons, -
chiding  seven
veurs with the
Philadelphia Ea-
gles
Now  retired
as a player, he
works as a side-
line reporter for
USC  toutball
radio broadeasts
and hosts a daily
sports tulk show
on WNKT-FM .
i Cotumba

I June 2006,
he was coming ~ s g
off a Super Bowl victory withithe Pittsburgh
Steelers and getting ready for training camp
when he entered i contract with the agéncy.

Staley, who grew up as a racing Ton, told
Lawyers Weekly that his goal at that time
wits 10 transition from the NFL W & cireer
ax the owner of a professional drag-sacing
teamn, Catch 22 Motorsports,

Actording 1o one of the agency's press
relesses, the two-car team wass 10 compele
in the National Hot Rod Association’s Pro
Stk Division.

11 was always a dream of mane to go out

competitive,” Staley said. “Through this
ageney, I was hoping to fulfill my dream ”

The contract specifically said that the
agency was to provide Staley with “market-
ing services to leverage molorsports spon-
sorships.”

After three months, Staley said the
agency’s work became “unclear.” The only
mijor publicity event arranged was an inter-
view on XM radio, and potential sponsors
the agency claimed were “waiting in the
wings" never matenalized, he said,

He stopped paying the agency in Octo-
ber 2006 and in April 2007 the agency sued
hum 1o recover the $87 500 balance of the
comract,

Staley counterchumed in October 2007,
secking $625,000 in actual damages for
breach of contruct and negligent misrepre-

sentason and $1 mulbion i punitive damages.

Breach Of Contract

© Aurial, Gist said he argued that ﬂw o
tract - drafied by the agency —~ contained

clauses that were “franght with ambigui-
tes.”

“If the contract is drawn up by one party,
those ambiguities weigh heavily against the
party who drew up the contract,” Gist said.

*As a consequence. we were able-to
prove that this was a contract of perform-
ance that placed an obligation on Mr. Staley
to pay $12.500 per month. which he met,

- “When he realized that these people
weren't representing his interests, he began
to call their hand. They, in tum . breached the

, e

agreement by terminating it themselves”

Gist said. “

The jury awarded $62 500 on the breach-

of-contract claim, ;
Negligent Misrepresentation

On the negligent misreprosentation
claim, the jury awarded $300 000,

Staley argued that the agency hud simply
made promises it could not keep and, in tum.
he missed out on parlaying his NFL popu-
lanty into sponsorships.

“If they had delivered on their commit-
ment, he would have been able w transition
after the 2006 season to becoming a racocar

“These athletes can make millions of
dollars, but they are young and not
experienced in the business world,
and they can fall prey to these preda-

tory types who seek to capitalize on
their hard-earned money.”

Donald Gist,
represented Staley

teaumn owner,” Giist saad. “He ost thist one-tivee
Opporunity 10 start & vew venhue in bis fife
that would have boen a new career for him,
“Even though be s still o recogniand
sports personality, his plaving career is over
His chance to band sponsors is gone,” he saxd
Staley said that other professionsl ath-
letes could leam from his experence.
“You've got 10 go 10 the mmx and make
sure that contract 18 right.” he suid, “und
you've gof to muke sure thal people are who
they say they are.”
~ Questions oy comwernts wy be directed 10 the
WYHEr dl puy Ararger @ sl vierswoekdy don,;
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